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(54) STORAGE PEN UNIT 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To develop the concepts of a man-machine 
interface and improve the availability by equipping a case, 
freely attached to and detached from a writing pen, with a 
means which picks up and stores the track of a 
character, etc., drawn with the writing pen. 

CONSTITUTION: The storage pen unit 1 is mounted on 
the writing pen 2 on the market with pen grip parts 7 
formed at the tip parts of clip arms 6 and 6 fitted to the 
lower part of a columnar case 5 when writing operation is 
done by using the writing pen 2, and the strokes of 
characters, figures, etc., drawn on a writing surface 4 with 
the writing pen 2 are stored. For the purpose, a lens 9 
and a CCD 8 for picking up an image of the strokes are 
provided in the storage pen unit 1, and image data 
detected by the CCD 8 are compressed in time series by 
a microcomputer 10 and stored in a memory 11. At this 
time, information on the generation time of the image data 
is also stored. Further, a gauge member 14 in the shape 
of a columnar body makes the distance between the 
lower end surface 13 of the case 5 and the writing 
surface 4 constant. 
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